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Of Gandhiji's life and achievements in South Africa, the
source-material for which is found in- these twelve volumes, the
Golden Number oflndian Opinion carries the following assessment:
"It is significant that, as Passive Resistance became strong-
er and purer, it succeeded more and more in bringing together
the best representatives of the European and Indian sections of
the population. With each new phase came new triumphs and
new friends. . . . The struggle commenced with a protest against
the universal distrust and contempt for the Indian community.
The distrust and contempt have been exchanged for trust and res-
pect. . . . The movement commenced with a demand for the
repeal of the Transvaal Act 2 of 1907. The Act was repealed and
its threatened extension to other parts of South Africa was com-
pletely prevented. At the beginning, racial legislation against
Indians was threatened, so as to drive them from the Colony.
The Settlement has removed the possibility of racial legislation
against Indians throughout the Empire. The system of indentured
immigration from India, that had been regarded almost as a
permanent feature of South African economics, has been ended.
The hated £3 tax has been repealed and its attendant misery and
insult destroyed. Vested rights, that were tending everywhere to
disappear, are to be maintained and protected. The bulk of
Indian marriages, that had never previously received the sanc-
tion of South African law, are henceforth to be fully recognized
in law. But above and beyond all this is the new spirit of conci-
liation that has resulted from the hardships, the sufferings, the
sacrifices of the Passive Resisters.... The struggle has more than
proved the immense superiority of right over might, of soul-force
over brute-force, of love and reason over hate and passion."
Subsequent history was to show that the racial problem in
South Africa was still far from a solution. But Gandhiji had there
invented and perfected the weapon of satyagraha which was one
day to lead to the liberation of his people and the ending of the age
of Imperialism in India.

